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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5
The regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, at the fire station.

Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Treasurer Glen Bentz, Fire Chief Jim Nolan, Deputy Chief Ed Prajzner and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman. Captain Chris Davis and Michelle Holmes from BFP Associates also attended for a portion of the meeting. The Board interviewed two candidates for the treasurer position.
President Burk called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  

MINUTES: The minutes for February 2024 were presented to the Board Members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Glen Bentz submitted the treasurer’s report for February 2024 to the Board Members. An adjustment needs to be made to the Encumbered section of the report. A motion to accept the amended treasurer’s report was made by Vice President Beck and President Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: We received no correspondence.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Nolan submitted his report verbally. Annual ladder and hose testing is complete with no issues reported. 

The health insurance rates include a 2% increase, with the dental plan going up 4%. Our property insurance coverage will increase approximately 15%.
Engine 52 is expected to return to the station soon after being repaired. 

Firefighter Jonathan Gordon received his Pump Operator certification, and Firefighter Philip Kober was certified as a Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST). Also, Lieutenant Thomas McGuire is taking Fire Officer II, and Firefighter Logan Lundie is taking Firefighter II.
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: The Deputy Chief read the report and it was placed on file. We had 63 incidents, 3 inspections, 2 plan reviews, and the monthly fire drill at LEGO Creative Childcare Center.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Vice President Beck gave an update on consolidation. The committee met on February 22, 2024, with the attorneys present to discuss next steps. There has been discussion about how to go about including the other districts in the consolidation. Because a lot of the initial work is already complete, the hope is to gather some information from the other districts (contracts, policies, etc.) and allow them to join the process rather than starting from the beginning. The attorneys have researched the bond and now feel that Hazardville should merge with Shaker Pines, instead of the other way, as previously discussed. The next meeting will be held Thursday, March 21, 2024, at 6:00 PM at the Shaker Pines station.
OLD BUSINESS: President Burk made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss the union contract. Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion and a vote was taken, which was unanimous, and the motion carried. The Board invited Chief Nolan, Treasurer Bentz and Administrative Assistant Bauckman into the Executive Session.
Administrative Assistant Bauckman presented a draft of the FY 2024-2025 budget. The budget was discussed line by line. There will be a budget workshop meeting on April 2, 2024, at the station at 7:00 PM.

NEW BUSINESS: Commissioner Burk made a motion to appoint Scott Wyllie to the treasurer position. Vice President Beck made a second to the motion and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.
Michelle Holmes from BFP Associates gave an update on the life insurance plans and made recommendations for making changes. She suggests a plan that would increase the benefit to $100,000 per member but would cost $31.90 per month per member. This is a significantly lower amount than what is currently paid. Michelle recommends keeping the short-term and long-term insurance the way it is.
A motion to accept the proposed changes to the life insurance policy was made by Vice President Beck. Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

BILLS: The Board members reviewed the bills. A motion was made by Commissioner Beiler to pay the bills as submitted and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Beiler made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 PM.










Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman








Administrative Assistant

