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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5
The regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Tuesday, November 14, 2023 at the fire station.

Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Treasurer Glen Bentz, Fire Chief Jim Nolan, Deputy Chief Ed Prajzner and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman.  

President Burk called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.  

MINUTES: The minutes for October 2023 were presented to the Board Members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Commissioner Burk and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Bentz requested that the approval of the treasurer’s report be tabled until the next meeting so it can be updated with current figures. 
CORRESPONDENCE: We received no correspondence.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Nolan submitted his report verbally. A new member, Xavier Pica, has joined the department. He is currently working as an EMT with a private ambulance service and is ready to begin training with the department. 

We have received the payment from the insurance company on the claim for repairs to Engine 52, and Chief Nolan has initiated those repairs.
Administrative Assistant Bauckman secured a donation of 100 smoke detectors which will be distributed to residents in need. We expect a similar donation in 2024.

Enfield Fire Department has started 24-hour shifts at Station 1, and North Thompsonville Fire Department is close to offering 24-hour shifts as well. They are hoping to have 24-hour shifts in place at the start of the new year.
Shaker Pines members participated in the Trunk-Or-Treat event hosted by the Enfield Police Department on October 30, handed out candy on Halloween night at the old firehouse on Cottage Road, and participated in Enfield’s Veteran’s Day Parade.

Administrative Assistant Bauckman attended an update meeting for the CT Partnership Plan. Currently, they are expecting medical and prescription insurance rates to increase by 3-7% in 2024 but will have a better estimate in January.

FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: The Deputy Chief read the report and it was placed on file. We had 92 incidents, 3 plan reviews and 61 inspections. The plan reviews were at 3 Brookside Road, 99 Print Shop Road and 178 North Maple Street. The inspections were performed at the Mayfield Apartments and 9 Anngina Drive.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Vice President Beck gave a report from the Consolidation Committee. The committee has decided to hold all meetings at 6:00 PM. The firefighters unions are working on a proposed contract for the consolidated district. The unions for both departments are working on a new health plan, comparing Hazardville, Shaker Pines and Thompsonville plans. The finance committee is working on a consolidated budget. The Shaker Pines Fire Department SCBA (self-contained breathing apparatus) needs to be replaced for two reasons: it is at least ten years old and is nearing the end of its useful life, and also because it is incompatible with Hazardville’s equipment. The committee is still working on an interview with Enfield Patch to start public communications about the consolidation.
OLD BUSINESS: President Burk discussed the need for a new treasurer. While it would be ideal to have someone in place as soon as possible, it may be difficult in light of possible consolidation. Chief Nolan suggested approaching our local accountant’s office to see if anyone there is willing to take on the role.

NEW BUSINESS: Our new accounting firm could supply a depreciation schedule for $1,250 – 2,500 for the first year. Vice President Beck made a motion to accept the auditors doing the depreciation schedule and Commissioner Burk seconded the motion. A vote was taken and it was unanimous. The motion carried.
BILLS: The Board members reviewed the bills. A motion was made by Vice President Beck to pay the bills as submitted and Commissioner Beiler made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM.










Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman








Administrative Assistant

