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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5
The regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Tuesday, August 8, 2023 at the fire station.

Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Treasurer Glen Bentz, Fire Chief Jim Nolan, and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman.  

President Burk called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  

MINUTES: The minutes for July 2023 were presented to the Board Members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by President Burk and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Glen Bentz submitted the treasurer’s report for July 2023 to the Board Members. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: We received an email from Peter Starkel of Smith Brothers with a quote to increase the short term disability benefit to $1,000 per week. With this year’s lower rates, the increased cost would essentially be a wash.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Nolan submitted his report verbally. Firefighter Lundie passed his EMT test with flying colors and is awaiting official documentation. There are three candidates from our department attending the Fall session of Firefighter I training, which starts at the end of this month: Matt Gagnon, Ryley Lanzieri and Lila Smyth. Cadet Smyth is also attending Introduction to the Fire Service, a week-long residential course at the Fire Academy. Several members will attend her graduation on Saturday. The grant audit for 2019 is officially closed. The roof on the shed was replaced by Hazardville Roofing, and the plywood beneath the shingles did not need to be replaced. The staff powerwashed the brick and painted the trim around the door. “A Shift” participated in the police department’s annual Night Out on August 1. The transition to Newport Group for the management of retirement accounts is underway. Steve Bradway from BFP Associates has been a great partner in the process. The procedure for members to pick up shifts with the new 7-day schedule is working well. All members have expressed that they really like the flexibility of the new options. There are only a few punchlist items left to complete the building renovation including things like the bathroom partitions which are on-site and will be installed soon. The Chief has also received two quotes for the security camera system. American Alarm quoted $29,130.15 and Three-Way Communications quoted $29,853. The Chief recommends going with Three-Way Communications because they already work with the Town’s IT department for camera systems on other buildings, and the setup process would be more streamlined.
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: The Chief read the report and it was placed on file. We had 66 incidents, 1 plan review and 10 inspections. The plan review was at 1 Peerless Way.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Vice President Beck gave a report from the Consolidation Committee. At the July Consolidation meeting, representatives from Shaker Pines conveyed their agreement for Chief Flanagan to assume the role of chief of the Consolidated department. The committee requested a consolidated budget, which Treasurer Bentz has been working on. Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, the law firm, presented a proposal for the dissolution of the Shaker Pines Fire District and the expansion of the Hazardville Fire District. The proposal provides the simplest route to consolidation within the structure of current laws. Vice President Beck notes, however, that there were some points in the proposal that may need to be addressed if it were accepted. The committee will review documents from the recent consolidation of fire districts in New Hartford to see how that process was done. Commissioner Burk will continue to meet with the Shaker Pines members on the first Wednesday following each Consolidation meeting to share updates from the previous meeting. There will be no meeting in August. The next meeting of the Consolidation Committee will be September 21, 2023 at 6:00 PM at the Hazardville station.
OLD BUSINESS: President Burk will attend a meeting concerning the collection of taxes at the end of August, but it will be informational only as we intend for the Town of Enfield to continue collecting taxes for the district.
Treasurer Bentz has secured the services of PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP to perform our annual general accounting audit. The audit will be done in February. Administrative Assistant Bauckman will share the contact information with the Hazardville Fire Department so they can use the same auditing firm if they choose to. PFK O’Connor Davies requested fraud prevention letters be completed by each commissioner.
NEW BUSINESS: A motion to accept the short-term disability quote from Smith Brothers was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.
A motion to accept the quote from Three-Way Communications for the security camera system was made by Commissioner Burk. Vice President Beck made a second to the motion and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

BILLS: The Board members reviewed the bills. A motion was made by President Burk to pay the bills as submitted and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Clerk Guyette and President Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM.










Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman








Administrative Assistant

