ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5

May 14, 2024
Present: President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Treasurer Scott Wyllie, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Chief James Nolan, Deputy Chief Edward Prajzner and 20 taxpayers
ARTICLE      I      To nominate and elect a moderator of the meeting.
A motion was made by Edward Prajzner to elect Peter G. Burk as moderator and Jolene Bauckman made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, and all were in favor.
ARTICLE     II      To nominate and to elect one person to the Board of Fire                                                                                  Commissioners for one, five-year term, for the forthcoming fiscal years.

Per the By-Laws, we had one person apply ahead of time for the commissioner position: Guy Beck. Peter G. Burk asked the secretary to cast one ballot for Guy Beck and Edward Prajzner seconded the ballot. A vote was taken, and all were in favor.
ARTICLE    III     To hear the reports of the District Officers.

Peter G. Burk read the President report, which was included in the handout to the taxpayers. Chief Nolan read his report from the handout. Guy Beck made a verbal report about the consolidation, and reported that the Enfield, Thompsonville and North Thompsonville departments have begun discussions to join the consolidation.
ARTICLE    IV     To determine the financial requirements, debts, and expenses of the forthcoming fiscal year, approve the annual budget, adopt a mill rate and authorize the use of the district savings to fund the amount not covered by the mill rate. To authorize the expenditure of funds in accordance with the proposed appropriations as needed during the forthcoming fiscal year.

Edward Prajzner made a motion to accept the article as written and Guy Beck made a second to the motion. Charles Macsata asked what the mill rate would be, and the answer 4.0 was given. Sensing no other questions nor concerns, a vote was taken, and all were in favor.
ARTICLE     V 
To authorize the Board of Fire Commissioners to make intra-budget transfers from available unexpended balances of budget items to anticipated over-expended budget items if the same becomes necessary.

A motion was made by Charles Macsata to accept the article, and Edward Prajzner made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, and all were in favor.
ARTICLE    VI     To authorize the District Fire Commissioners to encumber funds, not to exceed $ 15,000.00, for the Hydrant Replacement Fund from the district saving accounts and to encumber the balance left in the 2023-24 budget under the Hydrant Maintenance line to the Hydrant Replacement Fund.

A motion was made by Charles Macsata to accept the article, and Leslie Cunningham made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, and all were in favor.

ARTICLE   VII
Any 2023-2024 budget balance (excluding the Hydrant Maintenance line) will be transferred to district’s saving accounts at the discretion of the district commissioners.

A motion to accept the article was made by Charles Macsata and Martha Ramos made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, and all were in favor.
ARTICLE    VIII
To make recommendations to the Board of Fire Commissioners for future considerations.

Charles Macsata remarked that the Shaker Pines membership gives 150% effort all of the time, and he hopes that when contracts are negotiated, it is reflected in their compensation. President Burk wholeheartedly agreed.
ARTICLE      IX    To adjourn the meeting.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Charles Macsata, and a second to the motion was made by Raymond Rodriguez. A vote was taken, all were in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.

After the meeting, the commissioners met briefly for the purpose of approving the audit report. President Burk made a motion to approve the report, and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried. 
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