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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5
The regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at the fire station. This was a rescheduled date due to lack of a quorum for the regularly scheduled meeting.
Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Deputy Chief Ed Prajzner and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman.  

President Burk called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

MINUTES: The minutes for January 2023 were presented to the Board Members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Commissioner Burk and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Clerk Guyette submitted the treasurer’s report for January 2023 to the Board Members. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by President Burk and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: We received no correspondence.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Deputy Chief Prajzner submitted the chief’s report verbally. Early projection for health insurance costs shows an increase of 10%. Cancer screenings for firefighters were conducted in January in conjunction with the Hazardville Fire Department. We have two members attending National Fire Academy Officer Weekend – Lt. McGuire and Firefighter Bertrand. A check was received by the insurance company for a claim that was submitted when a hydrant was hit by a truck on Print Shop Road. Bank account information was updated with the Federal Grant system, however, the savings account information did not work, and the checking account information was used instead. The state Department of Public Health provided the department with a Supplemental Responder Certificate of Operation, effective for one year. A class was held at the station last week to certify car seat installers. Lt. McGuire attended and is now certified to install and check car seats. A new full-time firefighter, Jonathan Gordon, will start on March 6, 2023, which will fill a vacancy on the day shift.
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: Deputy Chief Prajzner read the report and it was placed on file. We had 55 incidents and 2 inspections. A monthly fire drill was conducted at 561 Taylor Road – LEGO Creative Child Care Center.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Vice President Beck gave a summary of activities from the Consolidation Committee. The committee held a meeting with the firefighters from both departments, and will increase communication between the committee and the firefighters. Commissioner Burk will act as liaison between the committee and firefighters, and will meet with the firefighters on the first Monday night following each meeting of the consolidation committee. The next regular consolidation committee meeting will be held at the Hazardville station on March 9, 2023, at 7:00 PM. Many discussions and questions are ongoing: Which district’s taxpayers will be voting to approve the consolidation (entire town vs. only affected districts)? Will the chief of the consolidated department be hired from outside the current two departments? The intention at this point is to hire from outside. What will the consolidated department be called? Vice President Beck is in the beginning stages of compiling a set of rules to govern the creation of a consolidated department’s board of commissioners and suggests beginning work on creating a budget for the consolidated department as well.
President Burk gave a report from the Interlocal boards of commissioners. The group decided not to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that was provided by the Town Manager’s office regarding the collection of tax revenue for the town’s fire departments. The MOU states, “The Town Council reserves the right to not collect taxes … if there is no appreciable progress toward the consolidation efforts.” President Burk, along with a representative from each of the other four fire districts, signed a letter to the Town Manager communicating their disagreements with items in the MOU, specifically, they note that “The issue of consolidation is a separate and distinct issue from the collection of the fire district taxes.” It was decided that now is not a good time to take on the task of collecting taxes, and President Burk will work with the other districts and the Town Manager to negotiate a suitable MOU that they would feel comfortable signing. Additionally, the Town Council’s request to send representatives to consolidation committee meetings was addressed by Vice President Beck, who said that any members of the Town Council are welcome to attend these meetings, just like any resident. 
OLD BUSINESS: President Burk received communication from Steve Bradway from BFP Associates. Mr. Bradway provided an updated proposal to combine retirement plans for firefighters. President Burk will call Mr. Bradway for clarification on the proposal, but ultimately, the consensus is to not make any changes to the retirement accounts at this time.
NEW BUSINESS: In preparation for the 2023-2024 district budget, a meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM. President Burk also suggested arranging performance reviews for staff, and Deputy Chief Prajzner agreed that this should be done.
BILLS:  The Board members reviewed the bills.  A motion was made by Vice President Beck to pay the bills as submitted and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken.  It was unanimous and the motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken.  It was unanimous and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM.










Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman








Administrative Assistant

