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SHAKER PINES FIRE DISTRICT # 5
The regular meeting of the Shaker Pines Fire District was held on Tuesday April 11, 2023 at the fire station.

Those present were President Peter G. Burk, Vice President Guy Beck, Clerk Margaret Guyette, Commissioner Peter Burk, Commissioner Scott Beiler, Fire Chief Jim Nolan, Deputy Chief Ed Prajzner and Administrative Assistant Jolene Bauckman. Captain Chris Davis and Steve Bradway from BFP Associates were also present.  

President Burk called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  

MINUTES: The minutes for March 14, 2023 were presented to the Board Members. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Vice President Beck, Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: Steve Bradway from BFP Associates, Inc. provided more information and answered questions about the proposal he presented at the November 2022 meeting which would eliminate the current 5% employer contribution Money Purchase Plan and replace it with the 457 plan. The new plan would be with Newport. This change is required by recent legislative changes and would result in lower internal fees. The change would take effect July 1, 2023.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Clerk Guyette submitted the treasurer’s report for March 2023 to the Board Members. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Vice President Beck and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: We received a letter from Margaret Guyette who would like to be reelected as Clerk of the Board of Commissioners. We also received a Memorandum of Understanding from the Enfield Town Manager’s office in reference to tax collection for the district. It has been signed by the Town Manager as well as President Burk.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Nolan submitted his report verbally. On April 3, 2023 Shaker Pines Fire Department and Hazardville Fire Department began operating a dual response which is working well. On March 25, 2023 several members of both Shaker Pines and Hazardville provided coverage at the Scantic Spring Splash event. Members also participated in a drill at Osborn Correctional Institution in cooperation with Somers Fire Department. Chief Nolan has posted for two full-time firefighter positions with a closing date of April 16, 2023. Interviews will be held on May 2, 2023 and an offer will be made to the qualified candidates by May 10, 2023. Chief Nolan has requested for the newly hired firefighters to begin training two weeks before the planned July 1 start date so that more staff will be available to facilitate training. The question will be revisited at the May 2, 2023 meeting. An insurance claim has been submitted for minor repairs made to Engine 51. The damage to the engine was the result of the road giving way on a call where road construction was taking place, and Bosco’s tow trucks were required to return the engine to the solid road. An agreement has been made to sell the 2010 Ford Expedition Deputy Chief vehicle for $4,000. The sale will be completed on or after July 1.
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT: The Fire Chief read the report and it was placed on file. We had 57 incidents, 1 plan review and 8 inspections. The plan review was at the pump station on Brookside Road. Firefighter Kara completed eight hours of training.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: Consolidation Committee: Vice President Beck gave a report from the Consolidation Committee. There have been some questions from the attorneys regarding historical documents stored in the state records. There was some confusion about the original “Shaker Pines Lake Association Fire Department” and when it became the “Shaker Pines Fire Department.” Clerk Guyette had some clarification, and made plans with Vice President Beck to look through historical documents in storage. Additionally, the attorneys have requested that we use a specific template to create notices of meetings, and gave guidance about what information should be included with notices (agendas, plans for executive session, etc.). Lastly, Vice President Beck has talked with the consolidation committee about who would be chief of the consolidated department, and brought concerns from members who would like the chief to be hired from outside the two consolidating departments to avoid any negative perceptions. The next meeting of the committee is April 20, 2023 at Shaker Pines station.
OLD BUSINESS: The 2023-2024 budget was finalized. A motion was made by Vice President Beck to approve the budget and President Burk made a second to the motion. A vote was taken, it was unanimous, and the motion carried. The tax rate of 3.8 will continue for the 2023-2024 tax bills.
A motion was made by Commissioner Burk to approve the proposed changes to the 457 plan. Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: Clerk Guyette introduced a discussion about the annual meeting including speakers and presentations that will be made.
BILLS: The Board members reviewed the bills. A motion was made by President Burk to pay the bills as submitted and Vice President Beck made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Beiler and Commissioner Burk made a second to the motion, and a vote was taken. It was unanimous and the motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 PM.










Respectfully submitted,
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Jolene Bauckman








Administrative Assistant

